«Wood makes essential objects for all time » Roland Barthes, Mythologies,
1957.

The Swedish Wooden Toys exhibition explores Swedish play culture via a
selection of more that 250 toys and documents.

These toys cover a period from the late 17th century to the 21st century,
from the doll’s house attributed to the craftsman Burchard Precht and
ordered by Queen Ulrika Eleonora (1685-1690), to the one marketed by
Lundby in 2010.

The exhibition reveals the inventiveness, quality and timelessness of
Swedish wooden toys through themes ranging from the horse to the doll’s
house, educational toys, vehicles, winter toys and popular heroes.
Whether made by children, parents, craftsmen or industrially
manufactured, these toys employ diverse techniques, resulting from
tradition, innovation and teaching methods espoused by educational
reformers. This panorama is complemented and contextualized by a rich
and varied selection of drawings, posters, catalogues, children’s books,

films and games.
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shown at Les Arts Décoratifs, Paris
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Activities around the exhibition
Workshops for children from 4 to 10 years
4/5,5/7,8/10 years and families

Dolls of wood and field
In the Scandinavian tradition, children make their own doll by assembling,
plaiting and knotting natural materials.

A clay horse
Inspired by traditional Swedish painted horses, children model and
decorate their own clay figurine by adding coloured elements.

Transformator, my magic toy

Following the example of the exhibition’s designer, Matali Crasset, with
tubes and elastic thread children make a toy to manipulate in multiple
transformations, play situations and to tell stories.

Tales of the woods and the cold
Sitting by the fireplace, children listen to wonderful stories featuring the
themes and wooden toys in the exhibition.
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